Reported Speech. Exercises.
Ex. 1. Indirect speech: statements                      
1 I'm going out now, but I'll be in by nine, 'he said. 
2 I'm working in a restaurant, and don't much care for it,' she said

3 I can't live on my basic salary,' said Peter. I'll have to offer to do overtime.'

4 'My young brother wants to be a tax inspector,' said Mary. I can't think why. None of  my family has ever been a tax inspector.'    

5 'We're waiting for the school bus,' said the children. It's late again.'
6 I've made a terrible mistake!' said Peter.  'You're always making terrible mistakes,' I said. 'You should be used to it by now.'                                           
7 'We make £450 a week,' said one of the men, 'and send most of it I home to our wives.'

8 'It's lonely being away from our families,' said another, 'but we earn three times as much in this factory as we would in our own country.'
 9 'We've been here for two and a half years,' said the man who have spoken first, 'and  we're going to stay another six months.'      
10 'I've got a job on an oil-rig,' said Paul.  'That'll be very hard work,' I said.                             
     'I know it'll be hard,' he replied, 'but I don't mind hard work, and I it'll be a good experience.'         

11 'The ice will soon be hard enough to skate on,' said Tom “I'll look for my skates when I get home,' Ann said.

12 I'm living with my parents at present,' she said, 'but I hope to have a flat of my own soon.'

13 I'm leaving tomorrow,' she said, 'by the 4.30 from Victoria. ''We'll come and see you off,' we said.

14 I've just bought a car,' said Peter, 'but it's not insured yet so I can't take you for a drive.'

15 I'd like to speak to Susan,' said Mary, 'but I'm bathing the babies and they will drown if I leave them alone in the bath while I go to the phone.'

16 Mary has just received a postcard from Ann, beginning, I'm coming up to London next week. I hope you and Jack will meet me for lunch one day.' 

17 'Nothing ever happens in the village,' she said. It's like a dead village. All the young people have drifted away to the towns.'

18 I've missed my train,' said Bill. 'Now I'll be late for work and my boss will be furious.'

19 'We'll wait for you if you're late,' they said.

20 'They are supposed to be landing at London airport,' I said. 'But if the fog gets any thicker the plane may be diverted.'

21 If you lend me the chainsaw,' said Mary, I'll bring it back the day after tomorrow.'

22 I hate getting up on dark mornings,' grumbled Peter. “It is horrible,' agreed his wife, 'but the mornings will be lighter soon and then it won't be quite so bad.'

23 'The sales are starting tomorrow,' said the typist. 'As soon as we finish work the whole typing pool is going to make a dash for the shops.' I hope you'll all get what you want,' I said.

24 I wish I had something to eat,' said Peter. 'You've only just had lunch,' said his sister. I  don't know how you can be hungry again so soon.'

25 If you're short of money I can lend you £50,' said my aunt, 'and you can take your time about paying it back.'

26 I usually take my dog out for a walk when I come home from work,' he said.

Ex. 2. Indirect speech: questions
1 'Who has been using my typewriter?' said my mother.

2 'Do you want to see the cathedral?' said the guide.

3 'Do you mind working on the night shifts?' he asked.

4 'Would you like to come with us?' they said.

5 'Who did you give the money to?' asked Ann.

6 'How long does it take to get to Edinburgh by coach?' asked the tourist.

7 'How much do you think it will cost?' he said.

8 'What did you miss most when you were in prison?' Mary asked the ex-convict.

9 Another passenger came in and said, Is this seat taken?'

10 'How do you get on with your mother-in-law?' said Paul.

11 'How did you get into the house?' they asked him.

12 'What were you doing with these skeleton keys?' said Mr Jones.
'Were you trying to get at the secret files?'

13 'Did you sleep well?' asked my hostess.

14 'Have you been here long?' the other students asked him.

15 'Can you tell me why Paul left the university without taking his degree?' Paul's sister asked.

16 'How many people know the combination of the safe?' said the detective.

17 'Are there any letters for me?' said Mary.

18 'How long have you been learning English?' the examiner said.

19 'Why aren't you taking the exams?' said Paul.

20 'Are these free-range eggs?' said the customer.

21 'Where are you going for your summer holidays?' I asked them.

22 'Will it be all right if I come in a little later tonight?' asked the au pair girl.

23 'Have you ever seen a flying saucer?' said the man.

24 'Where can I park my caravan?' she asked the policeman.

25 'Would you like a lift?' said Ann. 'Which way are you going?' I said.

26 'Who do you want to speak to?' said the telephonist.

27 'Does anyone want tickets for the boxing match?' said Charles.

28 'What are you going to do with your old car?' I asked him.

29 'Do you grow your own vegetables?' I asked.

30 'What train are you going to get?' my friend inquired.

31 'Could you change a five-pound note? I'm afraid I haven't got anything smaller,' said the passenger to the conductor.

32 'How many sleeping pills have you taken?' said the night sister.
'I have no idea,' said Mr Jones sleepily.

33 'Could we speak to the manager, please?' said the two men.
'Have you an appointment?' said the secretary.

34 'Do you think you could live entirely on your own for six months,' said Tom, 'or would you get bored?'

35 'Did any of you actually see the accident happen?' said the policeman.

36 'Could I see Commander Smith?' the lady asked. 'I'm afraid he's in orbit,' I said. 'Would you like to leave a message?'

Ex. 3. Indirect speech: commands, requests, invitations, advice

1 'Don't put sticky things in your pockets,' said his mother.

2 'Please, please don't do anything dangerous,' said his wife.

3 'Go on—apply for the job,' said my friend. It would just suit you.'

4 'I should say nothing about it if I were you,' said my brother.

5 'Would you please wait in the lounge till your flight number is called?' she said.

6 'Don't lend Harry any money,' I said to Ann. 'He never pays his debts.'

7 'Could you please ring back in half an hour?' said the secretary.

8 'Would you mind moving your case?' said the other passenger. It's blocking the door.'

9 'Remember to book a table,' said Ann.

10 'Get into the right lane,' said the driving instructor.

11 'Avoid Marble Arch,' said the policeman. There's going to be a big demonstration there.'

12 'Hold the ladder,' he said. It's rather unsteady. ''Why don't you tie it at the top?' I said. It's much safer than way.'

13 'Read the questions twice,' said the teacher, 'and don't write in the margin.'

14 'You'd better not leave your money lying about,' said one of the students.

15 'Why don't you open a bank account?' said another. (Use advise.)

16 'Would you like to have lunch with me today?' said Tom. “'I'm afraid I couldn't; I can't leave the office,' said the girl.

17 'Don't take more than two of these at once,' said the doctor, handing me a bottle of pills.

18 'Could I speak to Albert, please?' I said. 'He's still asleep,' said his mother.
'Then please wake him,' I said. 1 have news for him.'

19 'I'd buy the big tin if I were you,' said the grocer.

20 'You're being exploited,' said the other au pair girls. 'You ought to leave your job.'

21 'Fasten your seat belts; there may be a little turbulence,' said the air hostess.

22 'Don't drive through fog with only a fog light on,' he said, 'or oncoming drivers may take you for a motorcycle.'

23 'Could I see your driving licence?' said the policeman.

24 'You'd better sweep up that broken glass,' I said.

25 'The bathroom's empty now,' she said. 'Will you put the light out when you've finished?'

26 'Remember to insure your luggage,' my father said.

27 'Please don't drink any more,' said his wife. 'Don't forget that we have to drive home.'

28 'Do go to a dentist, Tom, before your toothache gets any worse,' I said.

29 'Why don't you cut your hair?' he said. 'You'd find it much easier to get a job if you looked tidy.'

30 'Could I have some more pudding, please?' said the boy.
Exercise 4. Choose the most suitable word underlined. 
Example: 

· The government spokesperson denied / refused that there was a crisis.

· The government spokesperson denied that there was a crisis. 

1. Jane said me / told me there was nothing the matter. 

2. Peter persuaded me / insisted me to stay for dinner. 

3. The director of studies advised me / suggested me to spend more time in the library. 

4. Sheila explained me / warned me not to leave the heater on all night.

5. The chairperson mentioned us / reminded us that time was extremely short.

6. Bill answered them / replied them with a detailed description of his plans. 

7. Mike and Sarah announced / reported that they were going to get married.

8. Paul admitted / expected that he had made a mistake, and apologized.

9. The manager confirmed / reassured that our room had been reserved.

Exercise 5. Choose a reporting verb and turn the following from Direct into Reported (Indirect) speech. 
	advised   ordered   explained   asked   suggested    warned     refused




Example: 

· “I think you should take more exercise,” the doctor said to me.

· The doctor advised me to take more exercise.

1. “I will not answer your questions,” the actor said to him.

2. “I really will phone this evening,” he said.

3. “Do you know, where I’ve put my hat,” he said to her.

4. “What have you bought me for Christmas?” the little boy said to his parents.

5. “Go to your room now and do your homework,” the mother said to her son.

6. “You will be paid a month,” her boss said.

7. “Would you like me to drive you into town?” she said to me.

8. “Let’s go for a walk!” he said.

9. “Please let me come with you,” she said to her mother.

10. “Let’s play in the garden,” Ted said.

11. “The Sun is bigger than the Earth,” Mary said to the children.

12. “Don’t go near the fire because it is dangerous,” she said to Ben.

13. “Let’s have steak for dinner,” said June.

14. "I promise I’ll write to you as soon as I arrive, Mary,” said John.

15. “Please, don’t shoot at me!” he said to the robber.
Exercise 6.  Report what the guests said at a wedding last Sunday.

1.Miss Moore: They’ll make a lovely couple.

2. Mr. Smith: They’re going to live in Brighten.

3. Mrs. Jones: The bride and the groom are very nice young people.

4. Miss Mayall: The bride’s father has bought them a big flat.

5. Mr. Roberts: The bride is wearing a beautiful wedding dress.

6. Mr. Clarke: The couple’s parents look happy.

 Exercise 7. Report what Mrs Lane told her babysitter to do.
1. Don’t answer the door to anyone!

2. Phone me if there’s an emergency!

3. Don’t let the children eat any sweets!

4. Send the children to bed at 9 o’clock!

5. Give the children a bath before they go to bed!

6. Don’t take the dog into the children’s bedroom!
7. Close all the windows!

8. Put the toys away in the cupboard!
Exercise 8. Write the exact words the customs officer asked Tracy.


The custom officer asked Tracy if she had got anything to declare. He asked her if she had bought anything in the Duty Free shop. He also asked her which hotel she was going to stay at. Then he asked her if she minded opening her suitcase. Next he asked her whose camera that was. He asked her if she was meeting anyone there. Finally he asked her what she had got in the bag and told her to have a pleasant stay.
Exercise 9. Write the exact words Miss Prim said to her students:


Miss Pam told her students not to talk when she’s talking. She told them to give their homework to her at the end of each lesson. She asked them not to write on the desks. Then she told them to put their hands up if they had a question. She also asked them not to eat in the classroom. She told them to write everything in pen and asked them to throw their rubbish into their waste paper bin. Finally she told them not to leave the classroom without permission.
Exercise 10. Turn the following dialogue into Reported speech: 

Sally: Have you applied for the job?

Diane: Yes. I had an interview yesterday.
Sally: How did it go?
Diane: Fine, but I’m wondering if I want the job because I will have to move to Manchester.
Sally: What will you do then? 

Diane: If they offer me the job, I can’t accept it.

Exercise 11.  Write what the family said at the dinner table:
Mother: Does anyone want any potatoes?

Father: Pass me the orange juice, Beth.

Beth: The chicken is very nice. 

Grandfather: I’m going to start my diet tomorrow.

Grandmother: Don’t eat with your mouth open, Sam!

Tim: This is the best dinner I’ve had!

Jean: Is there any more salad, Mum?

Sam: I’m very hungry because I only had a sandwich for lunch today.

Helen: What are we having for dessert, Mum?

Bob: I don’t want anything else to eat.
Exercise 12.  Read the statement from a news conference held at an archaeological site. Then answer the questions.
'Good morning everyone, my name is Julia Richmond, and I'm the director of this dig. Thank you for coming to this news conference. First I want to explain how we found this site, and what we've been doing here. I'm sure you have read the publicity handout, so you know something about this. It's important to give you the latest information. Then I'm going to give a description of some of the interesting discoveries we have made here. I'll give you a general account of the project, and I’ll show some slides of the site. Then there will be a chance for all of you to look at some fascinating objects. We've brought some of the more spectacular finds. They are waiting for you in the room next door, and you will be able to take photographs. You've been very patient. So now let's begin ... ' 

What did the archaeologist say about …
1. her job?
2. finding the site?
3. the publicity handout?
4. the latest information?
5. interesting discoveries?
6. general account of the project?
7. slides?

8. fascinating objects?

9. spectacular finds?
10. the room next door?
11. photographs?
12. being patient?

Exercise 13.  Match the sentences a to h with the same words reported in 1 to 8.
a. This is how you turn on the computer. 
b. I wouldn't turn on the computer if I were you. 
c. I’ll turn on the computer. 
d. It's not true - I didn't turn on the computer. 
e. Careful - don't turn on the computer. 
f. Why don't you turn on the computer? 
g. Would you like to turn on the computer? 
h. No, I won't turn on the computer! 
1. He offered to turn on the computer.
2. He warned me not to turn on the computer.

3. He invited me to turn on the computer.
4. He explained how to turn on the computer.

5. He refused to turn on the computer.

6. He suggested I turned on the computer. 
7. He denied turning on the computer.
8. He advised me not to turn on the computer.
Exercise 14. Complete the sentences with the correct form of say or tell.
1. What did your mother _ you to do?
2. If I asked you to marry me, what would you _ ?

3. Is something wrong? Can you _ me about it?

4. My little brother kept asking me _ him a story.

5. I think Stephanie _ she couldn’t come to the party.
6. I don’t want to speak to him after all the lies he _ me yesterday.

7. Liza _ to me she wanted to see you.

8. I never know what _ to people when they pay me a compliment.

9. I _ (already) you, I don’t know where your diary is.

10. Please, _ you’ll forgive me. I’m really sorry for all the trouble I’ve caused.

Exercise 15. Report what was said using the right form of the verb in brackets.

1. “Don’t put sticky things in your pockets” his mother said. (tell)
Mother told him not to put sticky things in the pockets.

2. “Please, please don’t do anything dangerous,” said his wife (beg).
3. “Don’t lend Albert any money. He never pays his debts,” I said to Henry. (advise)
4. “Remember to book a table,” I said to Charles.(remind)
5. “You’d better not leave your money lying around,” said one of the students. (warn)
6. “Why not light a fire on the bank and cook the fish at once,” said the fisherman. (suggest)
7. “Don’t fire except in self-defense,” said the police sergeant. (order)

8. “Could you read the last sentence again, please?’ said the examiner. (ask)
9. “I’m not well so I can’t come to your party,” I said to Jane. (inform)

10. “I haven’t done anything illegal,” said Mr Hurt. (deny)
